We really love BTECs. We think they are a
great suite of qualifications that offer
something for everybody and they can really
lead to great opportunities in the future.
Philippa Woodward, Assistant Headteacher, and
Rob Palmer, Assistant Head in Charge of Curriculum
The Grange School

How are BTECs
assessed and graded?
1in4

In 2016, nearly 1 in 4 students who got
into university did so with a BTEC.*

Read more about:
• How does a BTEC course work in principle?
• What happens on a BTEC course in practice?

*UCAS and HESA data on entry to HE (2017)

How does a BTEC
course work in
principle?
With their focus on practical, skills-based learning, BTEC courses are
designed around a number of themed units.
Rather than testing everything together at the end of the course, BTECs
give students the opportunity to show what they’ve learned in each unit,
and build on their achievements as they progress through the course.
That means there are plenty of chances to learn, improve and succeed.
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If a student’s taken a BTEC ...
it shows that they’re organised
and motivated - they’ve learned
to study for themselves
independently [and] work as
part of a team ... these are the
skills that the employers are
looking for.
Rob Palmer, Assistant Head in Charge
of Curriculum, The Grange School

What happens
on a BTEC course
in practice?
Once you’re ready to put what you’ve learned into practice, BTEC tests - called “assessments”
– are based around real-life work contexts and scenarios, and can include:

Assignments: Set and marked by the teacher or

tutor, assignments involve a series of tasks designed
around a work-related, real-life scenario.
They give students the chance to build knowledge
and skills over time and deliver a complete, integrated
project using a combination of knowledge, skills and
behaviours.
Some BTECs are assessed completely through
assignments, while the newer BTEC courses can
include some units which are assessed through set
tasks or tests.
You’ll get a grade for each unit - Pass, Merit or
Distinction - so you can see how you’re progressing
throughout the course.

Set tasks, performances or written tests:
For selected units in some of the newer BTEC courses,
students also take practical assessments set and
marked by Pearson. These tests are either based
around a real-life task completed in a specified time or
practically focused written tests.

Your final qualification grade will also be awarded on
the Pass, Merit and Distinction scale, and your exact
grades will vary depending on the course.
Want to find out more? Take a look at each individual
course specification which explains what you learn on
each course and how it’s assessed.

What next?

Find out more about:
• What is a BTEC?
• Where next with a BTEC

• Check out our guide for
students and parents

quals.pearson.com/btec
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