


Year 11 Information Evening

Mr W Bayston: Head of Year 11

Ms G Witham: Deputy Head of Year 11

Ms A Bryant: Director of KS4

Mrs G Tatman: Deputy Headteacher (Students, DSL)

Mrs A Day: Deputy Headteacher (Quality of Education)

Mr J Peacock: Assistant Headteacher (Assessment)

Key Staff



Preparing Your Child for Year 11

PPEs and Beyond
Mrs A Day – Deputy Headteacher (Quality of Education)

• Understand the GCSE grading system;

• To understand the expectation of GCSE pupils;

• Aware of post-16 options;

• To highlight key strategies used within St Martin’s to 
develop learning and progress.

• To demonstrate practical tips/approaches to help 
during their GCSEs.



Preparing Your Child for Year 11

GCSE 

Grading 

System



Preparing Your Child for Year 11

• Above 95% attendance

• Punctual

• Embraces our THRIVE model

• Engages with SatchelOne to keep on top of home learning, 

notices, communications with teachers etc

• Conscientious about their work and mistakes;

• Proactive in their learning

• Plans forward (Proactive not Reactive)

Expectations of GCSE pupils



Preparing Your Child for Year 11

Post-16 

options



Preparing Your Child for Year 11

Strategies to develop learning and progress

• Flash Cards

• Retrieval Practice

• Spaced Retrieval

• Deconstructing exam questions

• Exemplar answer/mark schemes

• Practice papers

• Websites/Apps



Recommended Apps/Websites



Practical tips/approaches



English 
Ms R Goulding – Head of English

GCSE Curriculum

English Literature: 

• An Inspector Calls

• The Merchant of Venice

• A Christmas Carol

• Power & Conflict poetry

• Unseen Poetry

English Language: 

• Paper 1 = Reading and Writing (fiction)

• Paper 2 = Reading and Writing (non-fiction)

Be The Best You Can Be



English

Revision Guides:

CGP 

York Notes

Snap 

The Quotation Bank 

Be The Best You Can Be



English

Revision & Mental Health

• A quiet space to work

• Short sessions are more effective than hours of cramming

• Talking and sharing ideas together

• Quizzing using directory cards

• Watching the film/live play versions

• BBC Bitesize – Mr Bruff on Youtube

• Drop in sessions every Wednesday after school 

Be The Best You Can Be



Maths

Be The Best You Can Be

Ms N O’Hare – Head of Maths



Maths

Online 

resources 

guide



Maths - SPARX

“1 hour of Sparx Maths a week significantly improves student grades”

(Independently evaluated by University of Cambridge and RAND Europe)



Maths - Revision



Maths



Science

Be The Best You Can Be
Ms S Baxter – Head of Science

Study tips:

1. Know what you need to know: AQA specification

Highlight all the key words in one colour. Make sure you make flashcards or learn the definitions for all of these.

Highlight anything you feel like you’ve never heard of before in another colour. These are the parts of the spec you need
to sit down with a revision guide or textbook and try to learn about before you start your revision.

Highlight areas you’re not fully confident on in a third colour. These are areas where you need to make sure you are
testing yourself on key words/concepts with flashcards, doing mind maps and practicing past paper questions for.



Science

Be The Best You Can Be
Ms S Baxter – Head of Science

Study tips:

2. Make sure you are revising content in enough detail

Keep referring back to the specification you printed off and tick off each section as you revise it. This will help you make

sure you’re not missing out on details you need to know!

All of this revision should be as active as possible. Scientists have proven we are more likely to remember information if
we rehearse it, process it, and practice retrieving it. This is one reason flashcards are so great!



Science

Be The Best You Can Be
Ms S Baxter – Head of Science

Study tips:

3. Practice your maths skills.

Maths skills are assessed across all the GCSE Sciences

-graph skills

-algebra

-handling data: means

-percentages

-significant figures

-decimal places



Science

Be The Best You Can Be
Ms S Baxter – Head of Science

Study tips:

4. Make use of the resources you have at school

Revision sessions on Thursday after school

Teachers

Satchel

5. Practice your exam technique



Traditional Values

Mrs G Tatman – Deputy Headteacher (Students, DSL)

Be Kind, Be Safe, Be Responsible



Supporting your child during PPEs/GCSEs

Exams are a stressful time for any young person
• Mood swings and outbursts are more likely to occur 

during this period. 

• Look out for other signs that your child may be 

struggling, including poor sleep patterns or a change 

in appetite or behaviour.

It’s worth preparing ways of supporting your child 

during exam weeks and thinking about how you will 

react and respond on the day if they don’t get the 

result that they, or you, are hoping for.



Supporting your child during PPEs/GCSEs

Things that can help your child in the lead up to exams

• Work with your child to find what revision style works for 

them.

• Encourage your child to take revision breaks and find a 

balance between studying and doing things they find 

enjoyable and relaxing.

• Make sure they are eating and drinking at regular intervals.

• Anxiety is often worst at night and this means it is useful to 

encourage a good bedtime routine.

• Work with them to develop relaxation techniques.



Supporting your child during PPEs/GCSEs

Things that can help your child in the lead up to exams

• Encourage them to take some time after revising to wind down.

• Reassure them – reinforce that you are and will be proud of 

them no matter what happens.

• Plan a treat or an activity together to mark the end of the 

exams.
• Set aside one to one time so that they can talk to you about any 

worries.

• Let them know their feelings are valid and normal, but also offer 

support and solutions where possible.

Contact us if you have concerns



To sum up



Parental Engagement

What are the benefits of parental participation?

When schools and parents listen to each other and work 

together, they have a really positive impact on attainment and 

student well-being. This is why it is so important that schools work 

in partnership with their parents, from a child’s first days at school 

right through to when they leave.

At St Martin’s we aim to contact parents within 48 hours of the 

initial communication. 



Year 11 Key Dates

DATE EVENT

03.11.23 Reports Home

09.11.23 St Martin’s Sixth Form online application opens

20.11.23-06.12.23 Year 11 Pre-Public Examinations 1 (PPE) 

24.11.23 Staff Inset day- School closed 

30.11.23-01.12.23 Art practical PPE exam

15.12.23 Christmas dinner (TBC)

20.12.23 End of term, school closes at 1.30pm

21.12.23 - 5.1.24 Christmas Holiday

18.01.24 PPE results release assembly 

18.01.24 Parents’ evening

01.02.24 St Martin’s School Sixth Form application deadline

19.2.24-23.2.24 February half term

26.02.24 – 01.02.24 Year 11 Core Subjects Pre-Public Examinations 2 (PPE)

11.03.24-13.03.23 Music Controlled Assessments

18.03.24-29.03.24 Drama C2: Scripted Tech & Exam

29.3.24- 12.4.24 Easter holiday

09.5.24 GCSE exam series begins 

TBC Leavers’ Day 

27.5.24-31.5.24 May Half term

18.07.24 Prom at Boreham House 

22.08.24 GCSE Results Day/St Martin’s Sixth Form Enrolment



Parental Engagement

Key Contacts 
Mr W Bayston (HOY11)  wbayston@st-martins.essex.sch.uk

Mrs G Witham(DHO11) jhunt@st-martins.essex.sch.uk

Form Tutors
Ms L Swan 11R1
Mr D Wattam 11R2
Ms J Box 11R3
Ms J French/Mrs S Baxter 11Q1
Ms O Wright 11Q3
Ms L Nichol 11H1
Mr I Charnock 11H2
Mr S Bash 11H3
Ms B Lewis 11B1
Ms J Pitman 11B2

Thank you for coming.

A copy of this presentation will be emailed 

out tomorrow. 

mailto:wbayston@st-martins.essex.sch.uk
mailto:jhunt@st-martins.essex.sch.uk

