Psychology Summer Homework 2016
PART A
Did you know many of the German soldiers of WW2 were not soldiers by profession? Some were once, locksmiths,
doctors or teachers by trade.
Stanley Milgram wanted to investigate obedience to authority in an attempt to answer questions about how or why
ordinary people could commit such atrocities on others, such as those committed by the German soldiers during the
holocaust.

Milgram’s research demonstrated that ordinary people are astonishingly obedient to authority even when asked to
do things against their morality and to hurt others. In fact Milgram’s research caused upset and criticism after he
suggested that American people were just as able to commit destructive acts towards others as had some of the
German soldiers during WW2.

Objective: m T coilghsearM͛y fm us tnd oh riv a

1. Describe Milgram’s experiment and his findings. You must include a description
of the experimental procedure he used along with what he found including the
variations he made to the study and factors that affected levels of obedience.
2. Explain what you think his findings tell us about the conditions that influence
obedience. How are some people able to resist the pressure to obey?
3. Evaluate Milgram’s research methods by identifying the strengths and
weaknesses of the experiment and explain how these factors might have
Milgram 1933-1984
affected the results?
4. Look for definitions of ty d va i g
l Eco
and ty b Relia and explain
and
you think Milgram’s
study may have been high or low in ecological validity and reliability

Psychology Summer Homework 2016
PART B

Memory is such a basic human function that we tend to take it completely for granted. An apparently simple task,
such as bringing to mind your friend’s address requires a very complex process.
So, what happens when our memory does not work as effectively as it should?
What would it be like to have no memory?
Cognitive Psychologists are interested in studying people with damage to
different areas of the brain. These unique i tdse uCa
offer the opportunity
to use a variety of techniques to investigate which parts of the brain are
responsible for different types of memory.
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You should include the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

How did HM’s memory become damaged?
Specifically state which part of his memory was damaged, and which part was left intact.
What were the implications of this memory deficit, i.e. what functions/abilities could HM no longer do?
What methods did psychologists use to test HM’s memory?
Evaluate these research methods- what were the strengths/limitations? Think of whether the methods were
scientific, were they ethical ect?
What are the advantages and disadvantages of using unique case studies such as the HM study
Do you think the study has ecological validity and reliability? Can we srli a ne g the findings? explain your
answers
Can we apply this research to the wider world, if so how? For example, has this research helped to improve
treatments, knowledge, attitudes about memory/memory loss etc.

